EN

European Parliament

2024-2029
Committee on Budgetary Control
10.7.2025
following the mission to Slovakia from 26 to 28 May 2025
Committee on Budgetary Control
Members of the mission:
Tomas Zdechovsky (PPE) (Leader of the mission)
Ondrej Knotek (PTE)
Michal Wiezik (Renew)
Daniel Freund (Greens)
CR\1323291EN.docx PE774.520v01

EN



CONT delegation to Slovakia

Bratislava, Slovakia, 26 to 28 May 2025

Mission Report

TABLE OF CONTENTS
DS BB ..ttt e e e e et ee e e e e e e e ————aeaeeeeeae e ——————aaaaaaaan 3
GHOSSAIY ...ttt bbb bbb b R bRttt bbbt 4
(0o =T 01 1 4= R U PRTPRRN 5
T (0 o (813 (o] o FHUTTTTTTETTT TR T T TP TP T TR TR TR TR TR 7
GENEIAI CONCIUSIONS. ...ttt ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e et eeaaens 7
SuMMAary aCCOUNE OF MEBTINGS. ........iitiiiiiiiiieieie et bbb 9
F AN 41 TR 24
PE774.520v01 2/34 CR\1323291EN.docx

EN



Disclaimer

MEP Knotek does not endorse nor subscribe to the content of this report.
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Glossary

AFCOS..... e Anti-Fraud Coordination Service
APA s Agricultural Paying Agency
CA P s Common Agricultural Policy
CONT et Committee on Budgetary Control
EPPO. .. European Public Prosecutor’s Office
GPO e e e e General Prosecutor’s Office
VIR e Multiannual Financial Framework
NAKA bbb National Crime Agency
NGO .. Non-Governmental Organisation
RRF s Recovery and Resilience Facility
SAD e et e e aearenre s Supreme Audit Office
SPO ..ttt te e naas Special Prosecutor’s Office
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Programme

Monday 26 May 2025

14.30 - 15.00

15.00 - 16.00

16.30-17.30

17.30 - 18.30

19.00 - 20.00

Tuesday 27 May 2025

09.00 - 10.00

10.00 - 10.45

11.00 -12.30

14.00 - 15.00

15.00 - 16.00

16.00 - 16.45

19.00 - 20.00

CR\1323291EN.docx

Briefing by the European Parliament Liaison Office/ CONT
Secretariat

Roundtable with Non-Governmental Organisations

Roundtable with investigative journalists

Meeting with the former Head of the Special Prosecutor’s Office

Meeting with the State Secretary of the Ministry of Justice

Meeting with the State Secretary of the Deputy Prime Minister for
European Union Subsidies

Meeting with the State Secretary of the Ministry of Investments,

Regional Development and Informatisation

Meeting with Members of the Committee on Budget and Finance and
Committee on European Union Affairs

Meeting with the 1%t Deputy Prosecutor-General

Meeting with the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities

Meeting with Members of the Slovak National Council that are part
of Roma Communities

Meeting with the Minister of Agriculture and the Director-General of
the Agricultural Paying Agency
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Wednesday 28 May 2025

09.15-09.40 Stop at the Jan Kuciak & Martina Ku$nirova Memorial

10.00 - 11.30 Visit of the National Institute of Heart and Vascular Diseases

Meeting with the Control Section of the Government

12.00 - 13.00 Office/Representatives of the Slovak Anti-Fraud Coordination
Service
14.00 - 15.00 Meeting with the Vice-President of the Supreme Audit Office
16.00 - 17.00 Press conference
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Introduction

The mission of the Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) to Slovakia was organised in
response to a series of measures enacted by the current Government, which have raised
serious concerns regarding the rule of law. The measures, including the abolition of the
Special Prosecutor’s Office (SPO), criminal code reforms that reduce penalties for corruption,
and limitations on whistle-blower protections, all undermine transparency and accountability,
and are of concern in light of the Rule of Law Conditionality Regulation.

The CONT mission aimed to assess the situation in Slovakia and ensure the sound financial
management of EU funds, as well as the protection of the EU’s financial interests more
broadly. In addition to examining the implications of the abolition of the SPO, the delegation
also addressed concerns at the Agricultural Paying Agency (APA), prompted by recent cases
reported in the media. Furthermore, the mission addressed the situation of Roma
communities in Slovakia, including the use of funding intended to support their integration.

General conclusions

Overall, the mission took place in a tense atmosphere. The media coverage was extensive and
various political figures representing the governing parties took public stances questioning
and condemning the overall purpose of the mission, as well as accusing the participants,
particularly the Leader of the mission, of political bias. In the aftermath of the mission,
similar unfounded public statements were made by the Prime Minister of Slovakia® as well as
by Members of the National Council. These statements led to numerous threats against the
Leader of the Mission and subsequently to his placing under police protection.

Throughout the mission, its participating Members were presented with contradictory
statements and information provided on the one hand by Government representatives and on
the other by audit and control institutions, as well as media and civil society representatives.

Civil society organisations and investigative journalists reported that they continue to operate
in a hostile environment, marked by frequent public attacks from representatives of the ruling
parties. Their activity continues to be hindered by the lack of adequate access to public
information (stemming from public institutions refusing to grant access, despite clear legal
provisions), administrative hurdles being imposed on them and various forms of pressure.
Government representatives and many Members of the National Council constantly refuse to
engage with certain journalists, which risks undermining the public trust in the media.

The Delegation voiced significant concerns about the functioning of the APA and the
management of CAP funding, in the wake of several scandals involving these funds (such as
the financing of so-called “guesthouses”). The information provided by the Supreme Audit
Office (SAO) confirmed the structural issues in the functioning of this Agency. The Agency’s
limited capacity to adequately oversee the implementation of European agricultural funds in
Slovakia is compromised by inadequate control mechanisms, insufficient remedial actions
and inefficient information systems in place, while at the same time the number of disbursed
funds is increasing. Collectively, these weaknesses hinder the APA’s ability to protect the EU

L Prime Minister Fico labeled the Leader of the CONT Mission MEP Tomas Zdechovsky as a "contract political
assassin".
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budget against fraud or other irregularities. The explanations given by the authorities did not
convince the Delegation that sufficient mitigating measures are in place to minimise such
risks. On the contrary, authorities blamed previous Governments for the current situation and
did not provide concrete examples of mitigating measures.

Similarly, the Delegation identified concerns regarding the implementation of Union funds
intended for the Roma communities in Slovakia. Specifically, certain concrete projects were
discussed which had a doubtful impact in bringing real benefits to the communities as such,
nor were they addressing the actual needs of the Roma population.

In addition, the authorities’ justifications for the dismantling of the SPO were unconvincing.
The arguments according to which the dismantling was necessary notably due to the
politicisation of the activities of the former Office were rebuffed by the First Deputy
Prosecutor-General. Instead, the information provided to the Delegation seemed to point to
the conclusion that the reasons for the dismantling were of a political nature. The very limited
number of cases initiated after the dismantling of the SPO, as well as the interruption of data-
gathering after its closure, contradict arguments provided by the authorities on the impact of
the reform. The dismantling has led in practice to a weakening of the investigative capacity of
the relevant authorities. Serious doubts remain on the mitigating measures taken and on the
capacity for adequate protection of the financial interests of the EU. Furthermore,
explanations that the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) will step in - based on a
threshold related to the value of the case - in order to compensate for the dismantling of the
SPO did not convince the members of the Delegation, particularly because of the limited
resources at its disposal and the fact that the EPPO relies to a significant extent on national
authorities. Also worrying was the description of the mechanism used to possibly avoid the
EPPO’s involvement, which allegedly consists of *’fragmenting’’ the fraudulent activity in
such a way, that the alleged value of a case remains below the threshold defined for the
involvement of EPPO.

Among the main actions that would need to be implemented in the coming period, in order to
address the shortcomings identified, the delegation identified the importance of the APA
making full use of ARACHNE, the need for increased transparency and predictability of calls
for proposals managed by APA, including through the setting of clear and measurable
indicators, the requirement to ensure increased access to public information, including reports
of the SAO and the Control Section of the Government Office. Furthermore, in relation to the
reform of the criminal code, the delegation identified the need to set a concrete deadline for its
evaluation and the need to provide the ex-ante impact assessment of the reform.

The CONT Committee will need to follow up on future potential media and whistle-blowers
reports on allegations of mismanagement or fraud in the implementation of the EU Budget in
Slovakia.

In the press statement issued by the Members of the Delegation following their visit, a
few conclusions were already underlined:

Representatives of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and media outlets
communicated to the CONT Delegation that authorities in Slovakia have been
developing a hostile narrative towards civil society and have not been cooperative as
regards requests for access to information, which undermines their work;
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The reform of the criminal code was extensively discussed, with some clarifications
brought forward by the authorities and a series of concerns shared by other
stakeholders, sometimes contradicting each other. In conclusion, there is a lack of
sufficient evidence to believe that the reform was motivated by a series of abuses of
tools of criminal law, that it was not politically motivated and it will not risk
impacting negatively the protection of the financial interests of the Union, given the
concerns shared on the loss of expertise and capacity resulting from the dismantling of
the SPO;

The high level of contradiction between counterparts and the limited amount of
comprehensive and publicly available information is a worrying sign as regards
transparency;

The implementation of the RRF seems to be underway in Slovakia, following an
adjusted timeline;

The existence of corruption cases in the area of agriculture and rural development
could not be clarified to a satisfactory extent, despite the commitment made by
authorities to undertake necessary actions to prevent future cases as well as to perform
additional controls for all projects concerned. The fact that such cases could have
occurred is a cause for concern.

The funding for Roma communities in Slovakia is facing two main issues: a
disconnect between projects being funded and the actual needs and priorities of Roma
communities, and a lack of meaningful involvement of Roma communities in the
creation of action plans, which undermines their ability to shape and own the
initiatives that affect them.

Summary account of meetings

1. Meeting with NGOs
Members

Asked the representatives of NGOs to list the main issues they identified with regards
to the sound management of public finances in Slovakia as well as other relevant
information given the scope of the mission;

Asked about the overall impression that the representatives of NGOs had regarding the
legislative changes and debates impacting them specifically and how those have
changed their activities;

Enquired about the perception of the representatives of NGOs on the cooperation
between them and Union institutions and bodies.

Representatives of NGOs
Started by identifying the changes to rules surrounding public procurement as a first

issue of concern, given that the new thresholds which need to be met to trigger public
scrutiny are higher than they used to be, therefore reducing the scope of contracts
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which are subject to controls;

Identified the reforms to the criminal code and other reforms impacting law
enforcement authorities as another area of concern, for a series of reasons stated by
different representatives, including the dismantling of the SPO, the dismantling of the
National Crime Agency (NAKA), the police reform and the loss of expertise in
specialised investigators;

In addition, due to the decrease in the limitation period and penalties, a high number
of persons were released from prison;

Underlined that with regards to the protection of the financial interests of the Union
specifically, they have concerns following the dismantling of the SPO and the NAKA,
given that even if the Government has taken measures to ensure that the jurisdiction of
the EPPO would be extended, the EPPO still needs to rely to a certain degree on the
work of national investigators and they have observed an outflow of experienced
investigators from the workforce;

Further noted with regards to the protection of the financial interests of the Union that
the measures taken to ensure that the jurisdiction of the EPPO would be extended
included increased sanctions foreseen but that at the same time, limitation periods
were curtailed;

Stressed that while the right to access information is guaranteed in the law, in practice,
authorities do not cooperate for certain requests, which renders the activity of NGOs
difficult;

Explained that the issues with access to information create additional difficulties in
light of the fact that the current Government has reduced the analytical capacity of all
Ministries, preventing the publication of statistics which are of public relevance, such
as in the Ministry of Justice, which has not published statistics since 2023;

Mentioned the legislative attempts to include a precedence of national identity in the
Constitution of the Slovak Republic, which would risk undermining the legal
imperative to respect the primacy of Union law;

Underlined that a positive element in Slovakia was that companies publish highly
detailed data, given that there is a register of final beneficiaries, which is of great
added value for the control of public money;

Described the hostile environment in which some civil society organisations operate,
with frequent campaigns of discreditation, unjustified controls or audits;

Explained as regards the legislative changes and debates impacting them specifically
that a series of reporting and administrative obligations have been introduced after a
series of amendments passed in Parliament and that these disproportionately impacted
them and the good conduct of their activities, notably due to a new obligation to
disclose all donors, including individuals, for organisations meeting a certain threshold
of revenue as well as due to a shift of responsibility from the Government to certain
NGOs regarding requests for access to information, given that a new obligation
requires NGOs meeting a certain threshold of revenue to accommodate requests for
information from citizens;

Explained that the process surrounding the legislative changes and debates impacting
NGOs has been organised in a highly adversary manner towards civil society on the
side of Government authorities;

Pointed towards elements raising suspicion as regards the sound management of EU
funds in the case of guesthouses financed under the Rural Development Programme,
where some projects would not have served their purpose and rather would have
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served private gains, which are complicated to verify given the lack of data published
by the APA.

Conclusions

The representatives of civil society organisations described the hostile environment in which
they operate with numerous administrative and legislative hurdles created by authorities.
Access to information is often obstructed, which in turn affects the activity of NGOs. They
repeatedly criticised the measures enacted by the Government in relation to the criminal code,
arguing that such measures will weaken the rule of law in Slovakia and endanger the
protection of the financial interests of the EU. Finally, they shared serious concerns regarding
the financing of certain projects by the APA, such as the guesthouses.

2. Meeting with investigative journalists

Members

Asked about the experience, knowledge and potential information that the journalists
would have to share regarding cases related to Union funds, the control of public
funds in Slovakia and the state of the Rule of Law;

Enquired about the perception of journalists of the transparency of the media sector
and about the general state of the freedom of press in Slovakia.

Investigative journalists

Shared information regarding their investigative work related to the case involving
guest houses financed under the Rural Development Programme;

Pointed out numerous issues in the projects they did scrutinise, such as the fact that it
was impossible to book accommodation in some of the guesthouses which were
financed and that some of the buildings concerned were listed in the land registry as
family houses or were, in the case of some projects already beyond the sustainability
period, on sale;

In addition to the potential non-compliance with the objective of the financing of these
guest houses, which included favouring employment and agro-tourism, they
underlined that many issues originated from the design of the call for proposals itself,
which did not include adequate eligibility criteria that would have ensured that only
farmers could apply and also did not include measurable and comparable indicators to
assess the sound management of funds;

Explained that in another case related to the purchase of lorries, there were also failing
controls from the side of the APA, who deemed that a project was correctly managed,
even though it did not meet all the conditions of the call for proposals it was related to;
Explained that at different occasions, they were able to identify the same people
among the beneficiaries of projects which are considered problematic;

Informed Members that they often face a lack of compliance on the side of
governmental authorities as regards access to information, with certain requests not
being met, highly limiting the possibility for journalists to investigate the activities of
the Government;

Informed Members that they considered the rhetoric of Government authorities
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towards media organisation to be hostile and aiming to systematically undermine the
public trust in these organisations, furthermore noting that the public media
organisations were no longer independent and function under a disproportionate
influence of Government authorities.

Conclusions

The discussions with investigative journalists confirmed previous concerns raised by civil
society organisations on some controversial projects financed by the APA. It appears, based
on their investigative work, that in multiple cases, so-called guesthouses were in fact private
residences built with EU funds. Furthermore, journalists pointed to another worrying fact,
relating to the lack of independence of public media and the constant pressure of authorities
on journalists, thus confirming the worsening conditions and insecurity in which investigative
journalists are operating.

3. Meeting with the former Head of the SPO

Members

Asked about the perception of the former Head of the SPO on the management of
fraud cases involving Union funds in Slovakia;

Enquired about the events that led to the dismantling of the SPO and the consequences
that the reform of the criminal code would have had on the protection of the financial
interests of the Union;

Asked about the reasons behind the de-specialisation of the prosecution system with
regards to economic crime in Slovakia, which runs counter to general tendencies in the
Union;

Questioned if the measures put in place by the government to limit the impact of the
reform of the criminal code on the protection of the financial interests of Union were
sufficient to mitigate risks and constituted an adequate balance between increased
sanctions and reduced limitation periods;

Asked about the measures put in place by the government to train and reinforce the
human resources dealing with the reallocated cases within the general circuit.

Daniel Lipsic, former Head of the SPO

Explained that the reform which dismantled the SPO took place after a few years
during which the SPO had been prosecuting important personalities from the business
sector, the justice system and influential politicians;

Explained that the reform had decreased the level of sanctions related to economic
crime except for those which affect the protection of the financial interests of the
Union, for which sanctions were limited, but that limitation periods on the other hand
have been curtailed;

Explained that the impact of the reallocation of cases to the General Prosecutor’s
Office (GPO) and more specifically to prosecutors at district-level already seems to
result in a much lower indictment rate, noting however that statistics are yet to be
published for this, but that the loss of expertise and outflow of investigators which
took place at the same time as the dismantling of the SPO and the NAKA resulted in a
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minimal level of investigation of grand economic crime today in Slovakia, given that
the police is no longer functioning correctly and that district offices do not have the
necessary expertise;

Noted that in his view, the dismantling of the SPO has weakened the protection of the
financial interests of the Union;

Mentioned the amendments made before the entry into force of the reform of the
criminal code with the aim of safeguarding the protection of the financial interests of
the Union;

Assessed the reliance on conditional sentences foreseen in the current legislation even
for economic crimes with a high financial impact as an inefficient deterrent with
regards to economic crime as well as a factor preventing the useful and necessary
reliance on cooperating witnesses, given that there would no longer be any motivation
to cooperate with prosecutors;

Noted that the publication of statistics about indictments in 2024 will have to be
carefully looked at given that there may still be a lot of cases which will have been
dealt with by the former SPO included, which will prevent observers from getting an
accurate picture of the impact of the dismantling of the SPO on indictment rates.
Pointed to alarming preliminary statistics, according to which, in the first months of
2025, only two indictments allegedly took place for similar offenses as the ones
previously investigated by the SPO, usually amounting to between 120 and 150
indictments every year.

Conclusions

The information provided by the former Head of the SPO raises serious concerns about the
real intentions behind the reform of the criminal code, which reduces the specialisation of
prosecutors and risks affecting the rate of indictments. It emerged from the discussions that
the protection of the financial interests of the EU is weakened by the adopted measures.

4. Meeting with the State Secretary of the Ministry of Justice

Members

Asked the State Secretary about the motivations behind the reform of the criminal
code, underlining that it seemed unusual to go towards less specialisation than before
in the treatment of economic crime;

Asked the State Secretary about the impact of the amendments made to the criminal
code of Slovakia on the indictment rate and on the protection of the financial interests
of the Union, notably with the loss of expertise that has been communicated to
Members as a worrying consequence of the reform;

Enquired about the measures put in place to prevent that the transition from the
handling of cases in the former SPO to the GPO could have any negative impact on
the work of prosecutors;

Asked about the risk that due to the more likely use of conditional sentences, there
might not be willingness for witnesses to cooperate anymore in the future.
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Milan Hodas, State Secretary of the Ministry of Justice

Explained to Members that the amendments to the criminal code were motivated by a
series of aspects, including the fact that in Slovakia, there had not only been a bias in
the handling of cases from the former leadership of the SPO, but also a potential abuse
of some tools of criminal proceedings, such as the reliance on cooperating accused
people following alleged pressures exercised by prosecutors or the freezing of assets
to a scale sometimes deemed disproportionate;

Told Members that the workload of the EPPO had substantially increased since the
entry into force of the reform, given that one of the safeguards put in place for the
protection of the financial interests of the Union was to extend its jurisdiction after the
entry into force of the reform;

Explained to Members that as the reform has only entered into force fully in August
2024, it is too early to draw objective conclusions or observations on its impact,
especially considering the fact that data is for now lacking, but that as soon as proper
evaluations could be conducted, their outcomes would be duly taken into
consideration;

Explained to Members that safeguards had been put in place to ensure a smooth
reallocation of cases within the GPO, including the reallocation of prosecutors to the
cases they were already working on within the SPO to the extent possible and the
possibility for trainings to be organised for human resources to avoid a loss of
expertise;

Explained that, with regards to requests for access to information received by the
Ministry, the staff is always working to process these as swiftly as possible but that
there is sometimes a high volume of requests.

Conclusions

The State Secretary failed to provide convincing explanations on the motivation behind the
reform of the criminal code. Despite the safeguards that he claimed were in place, he did not
provide satisfactory explanations regarding the decrease in specialisation that the reform
would generate nor as regards the alarming decrease in the number of indictments.
Furthermore, he repeatedly insisted on the need to allow more time to assess the effects of the
reform, without providing a concrete deadline for an evaluation nor providing details on the
impact assessment prior to the reform. Finally, he claimed that one of the reasons of the
reform were the alleged abuses of the prosecutors from the SPO, argument which was
completely rebuffed in the meeting with the 1st Deputy General Prosecutor.

5. Meeting with the State Secretary to the Deputy Prime Minister with
responsibility for the Recovery and Resilience Plan and the Use of EU Funds

Members

Asked the State Secretary about the implementation of Unions funds in Slovakia,
especially about the state of implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Facility
(RRF);

Enquired about the lessons learned from the perspective of the State Secretary on the
implementation of the RRF which can be of good use for the future;
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Enquired about the issue of funding for Roma communities and the related identified
shortcomings.

Alena Sabelov4, State Secretary to the Deputy Prime Minister, accompanied by her team

Explained that her office is a central body of state administration and is competent for
the implementation of Slovakia’s Recovery and Resilience Plan, for the coordination
of science, research and innovation and for the management of the activities of the
government of the Slovak Republic in relation to Ukraine, except for the defence
industry;

Updated Members on the state of play of the implementation of the RRF in Slovakia,
explaining that Slovakia submitted the fifth payment request under the facility and
completed the revision process of their plan, to reallocate over EUR 400 million to
scaled-up projects already included in the first plan that proved to have a high-
absorption capacity, mostly focusing on investment in public services;

Explained that as regards the future implementation of the RRF in Slovakia, two
additional payment requests would be submitted in 2025 and two more in 2026, in line
with the adopted timeline;

Explained that, with regards to challenges faced in implementing the RRF, the biggest
ones were the fact that when taking office, the current government faced a series of
plans for reforms which had not yet been initiated and that some reform measures
were designed with unrealistic timelines;

Considered that one of the lessons learned from the RRF is the need to focus more on
outcomes rather than on outputs;

Emphasised that as regards the transparency of contracts in Slovakia, there is a central
registry which contains all contracts between the State and beneficiaries, except for
defence-related contracts, in order to ensure a maximum level of transparency;
Acknowledged that funding for Roma communities is a very complex issue to deal
with, but emphasised the good cooperation with the Government Plenipotentiary for
the Roma Communities.

Conclusions

The State Secretary provided information on the implementation of the RRF in Slovakia,
which appears to be executed according to schedule. She further described the challenges
faced by the authorities in the implementation and echoed the view of the Members of the
Delegation on the need to focus more on outcomes rather than outputs in the implementation
of similar instruments.

6. Meeting with the State Secretary of the Ministry of Investment, Regional
Development and Informatization

Members

Enquired about the scope of activities of the State Secretary and the Ministry as well
as on their activities related to the control of Union funds.
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Richard Maracek, State Secretary of the Ministry of Investment, Regional Development and
Informatization, accompanied by his team

Expressed the strong commitment of the Ministry to the sound administration of
Union funds;

Presented the architecture in which the Ministry is involved for the management and
control of investments, which involves different layers of working groups and
management bodies;

Highlighted the challenges faced by control mechanisms, such as the complexity of
identifying certain types of conflicts of interests, the difficulties in uncovering double
funding despite all efforts and the added challenges brought about by ex-ante controls
for the implementation of projects.

Pointed to the fact that the APA is still using its own control system, not ARACHNE,
which could lead to shortcomings in assessing, among other things, conflicts of
interest.

Conclusions

The State Secretary provided technical details about the systems used by the authorities in
relation to the implementation of regional funds. Compared to the funds managed by the
APA, the use of systems such as ARACHNE in regional funding seems to offer an increased
protection of the financial interests of the EU.

7. Meeting with a Delegation of Members of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic from the Committee on Finance and Budget and the Committee on
European Affairs

Members of the CONT Delegation and the Delegation of Members of the National Council of
the Slovak Republic held a discussion touching upon various issues of common interest and
notably discussed

The budgetary outlook of the Slovak Republic, including the recently adopted budget

and the forecast for following years;

The future of the Union budget, including the future of own resources and of cohesion
policy and the lessons learned from the implementation of the RRF;

The anti-corruption policies in effect in Slovakia as well as the recent amendments to

the criminal code of the country and their consequences;

The relation between Union institutions and Slovak institutions;

The primacy of Union law;

Recent cases which posed concerns as regards the protection of the financial interests

of the Union.

Conclusions
The meeting showed the divergence and rift between the Members supporting the

Government and those from the opposition. Tensions emerged among the Slovak delegation
on topics such as the constitutional reform or the reform of the criminal code.
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8. Meeting with the First Deputy Prosecutor-General

Members

Asked the First Deputy Prosecutor-General to share information on the events which
led to the amendments to the criminal code, their aftermath and the overall impact on
the protection of the financial interests of the Union;

Asked about allegations that under the former SPO, there was an unlawful systemic
practice to pressure defendants into cooperating as well as a disproportionate reliance
on the freezing of assets.

Jozef Kandera, First Deputy Prosecutor-General, accompanied by his team

Explained that a major responsibility of his organisation has been to organise the
smooth reallocation of cases formerly dealt with by the SPO to the GPO and regional
prosecution services and that this was achieved thanks to a series of measures, which
included the establishment of a section of serious crime to coordinate the newly
attributed activities of regional prosecutors, the promise by the Prosecutor General that
all cases at the pre-indictment stage would be kept in the hands of the same prosecutor
as in the former SPO and the training and education activities organised to ensure that
expertise is not lost and is spread;

Explained that according to statistics for the year 2024, the number of prosecuted
persons and the number of indictments has actually increased, noting that this could
not be attributed to a successful result of the reform given that it is too early to see its
results but that it does contradict the idea that cases would have been lost during the
transition;

Explained that to an important extent, the work of prosecutors relies on police forces
and that reforms in law enforcement authorities have had an impact on prosecution,
although this is something out of the scope of influence of the GPO;

Explained that there was no loss of expertise given that out of 28 prosecutors who
used to work for the SPO, 26 are still working now within the GPO and regional
prosecution offices;

Explained that the extended jurisdiction of the EPPO was a direct consequence of
measures taken to stay aligned with Union law and that the cooperation with the
national investigators has been good;

Explained that while individual failures cannot be excluded, there is no systemic
unlawful pressure exercised by prosecutors on defendants to make them cooperate;
Explained that while the freezing of assets was an adequate tool of criminal
proceedings, the amendments made which impacted this tool were only the result of
the need to align the law with constitutional requirements.

Conclusions
The First Deputy Prosecutor-General did not provide convincing arguments to ease concerns
about the loss of specialization after the dismantling of the SPO. He insisted that most of the

prosecutors employed in the SPO continue to work in the GPO and in regional prosecutors’
offices and that the number of indictments in 2024 increased compared to the previous year.
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On the other hand, he admitted that most of the 2024 indictments resulted from the activity of
the SPO and he was not able to provide statistics to counter the very low number of
indictments in the first months of 2025. Finally, he rejected the claim of the State Secretary of
the Ministry of Justice and stated that there was no systemic and unlawful pressure exercised
by prosecutors on defendants to make them cooperate.

9. Meeting with the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities
Members

Asked about the role of the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities;
Asked about the state of play of Roma integration and the state of implementation of
Union funds dedicated to this objective;

Enquired about a series of specific projects financed in Slovakia.

Alexander Dasko, Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities, accompanied by his
team

Commenced by explaining that the activities of his Office are in line with what the
previous job holder had initiated;

Explained that the issue of Roma communities is complex and that to adequately
address it, one needs to move beyond political divides;

Insisted that a change of mind-set is necessary in Roma communities when it comes to
the perception of public financial assistance, towards more responsibility, but also that
a first priority is to change the perception of Roma people in Slovakia, as whether it is
within society or in the media, they are still frequently the subject of discriminations;
Explained that Union funds cannot finance all the main issues of Roma communities,
for example as regards housing, as this would amount to sums beyond the scope of
money available;

Argued that projects considered such as a media house are relevant because they
would support the positive representation of Roma people in the media as well as
training and employment.

Conclusions

The Government Plenipotentiary provided unconvincing explanations regarding the benefits
of the media house project to the Roma communities. Instead, he minimised the pressing
needs for housing, health services and employment opportunities for the Roma communities
in order to justify the need for the media house project.

10. Meeting with Members of the National Council of the Slovak Republic who are
from Roma Communities

Members
Asked about the perception of the Members of the National Council on the work of

the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities;
Asked about the state of play of Roma integration and the state of implementation of
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Union funds dedicated to this objective;
Enquired about a series of specific projects financed in Slovakia.

Peter Pollak and Lukas Buzo, Members of the National Council of the Slovak Republic which
are from Roma communities

Regretted that the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities is not, in their
views, adequately representing the will and needs of Roma people;

Regretted the fact that action plans for financing of Roma communities are not
sufficiently developed with Roma people involvement;

Stressed that public financial assistance should be aimed towards relevant projects,
and emphasised the significant mismatch between the projects funded, such as a media
house or the clean-up of areas to plant trees, and the fundamental problems faced by
Roma people;

Believe that there needs to be a push for empowerment of Roma people for them to be
able to further integrate in society;

Stressed that the three primary needs of Roma communities are access to decent
housing, access to legal employment opportunities and a comprehensive access to
education and that these challenges must be tackled first before considering other
relevant, yet less urgent matters.

Conclusions

The Members of the National Council highlighted opposing views towards the priorities of
the Government in relation to Roma communities. They underlined that as long as basic needs
of the Roma communities, such as access to housing, electricity, running water, education,
health services and employment are not met, projects such as the media house have
questionable added value.

11. Meeting with the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development and the
Director-General of the APA

Members

Enquired about recent cases which pose concerns as regards the protection of the
financial interests of the Union, especially concerning projects funding guesthouses
and lorries, and asked for further information on measures put in place;

Enquired about the expectations of authorities for the future programming period.

Richard Takac, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development and Marek Cepko, Director-
General of the APA, accompanied by their teams

Argued that most of the issues they face are inherited from the previous Government;
Insisted that all projects were being carefully scrutinised and that all necessary
measures, if any, would be put in place to address the issues found and that no similar
calls would be published in the future;

Stated that a series of audits and controls did take place and that while there had been
some corrections, these projects had been duly approved;
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Explained that the calls for proposals relating to some of the problematic projects did
not include measurable indicators during the sustainability period,;

Shared the view that overall, it will be important to pay attention to the design of calls
for proposals in the future, as the lack of proper indicators for monitoring can be the
source of issues;

Discussed the next MFF and the next CAP.

Conclusions

The meeting focused mainly on the activity of the APA in light of recent scandals such as the
financing of guesthouses. The minister repeatedly blamed the previous Government for the
current situation, while avoiding to mention that some of the projects in discussion were
signed during the previous mandate of the current Prime Minister and that some of the
successful applicants allegedly have ties to Government officials or the leadership of the
APA. The minister failed to provide adequate assurances that the identified issues are being
addressed and failed to offer guarantees that similar problems will be prevented in the future.

12. Stop at the Jan Kuciak & Martina KuSnirova Memorial

« Members paid their respects by placing flowers and

= candles at the site of the memorial, to remember the
investigative journalist Jan Kuciak and his fiance
Martina Kusnirova, who were assassinated in 2018, as a
direct result of the work of Jan Kuciak on exposing

4 fraud and corruption.

Members were welcomed on the premises of the
National Institute of Heart and Vascular Diseases,
which benefited from RRF funds to buy equipment
aimed at increasing the amount of atrial
fibrillation surgeries performed per year and also
aimed at decreasing the amount of time needed for
such surgeries, two objectives which were both
met in 2024.

% ll e
© European Union (2025) — European Parliament
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14. Meeting with the Control Section of the Government Office and Anti-Fraud
Coordination Service (AFCOS)

Members

Asked about the role of the Control Section of the Government Office and other
representatives and their part in the protection of the financial interests of the Union;
Asked about the process to report cases to their Office and questioned whether some
reports sent to OLAF should not be sent to them instead;

Enquired about potential information to be shared on the guesthouses scandal and in
general about issues observed in the area of audit and controls.

Representatives of the Control Section of the Government Office and the AFCOS

Explained the various ways in which their structures are involved in the system of
control and audits which scrutinises public funds in Slovakia;

Explained the possible reasons for which reports are submitted to OLAF instead of
them, which include that individuals or groups are unsatisfied with their submission at
national level and therefore switch to OLAF, or that reports are submitted on both
levels at the same time or that some reports are intentionally reported to OLAF only to
cope for fears of exposure at national level;

Explained that in the past they have found serious shortcomings in the management of
the APA through different evaluations, notably in relation to public procurement and
conflicts of interest, and communicated those results to the APA, which did not
always enact the necessary measures;

Explained that they play a role in the training of prosecutors, notably in the aftermath
of the entry into force of the reform of the criminal code;

Explained how they contribute to a series of annual reporting activities dedicated to
the protection of the financial interests of the Union, including the PIF report.

Conclusions

The interlocutors confirmed previous concerns regarding the functioning of the APA and the
capacity of the Agency to adequately control the implementation of EU agricultural funds.

15. Meeting with the Vice-President of the SAO
Members

Inquired about the role of the SAO of the Slovak Republic;

Inquired about the SAO’s view on the case involving the APA and the guesthouses,
specifically as regards their scrutiny of the call and the design of the call itself, which
lacked relevant measurable indicators, especially in light of the meeting the CONT
delegation held with the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development and Director-
General of the APA during which they claimed that in the ten years since the call was
announced, and throughout the sustainability period, there were a series of audits and
controls, including from the SAQ;
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Asked about the possibility that some calls might have been published in such a way
that only certain potential applicants would benefit from a sufficient access to
information to successfully pass the application process, thereby potentially favouring
certain applicants;

Asked about the fact that while the APA has increased the amounts of payments it
processes, the APA has also informed the CONT Delegation that they have requested
to reduce the level of controls, to hear about the view of the SAO on this element;
Asked about the sustainability period of projects such as those concerned by the call
involving the guesthouses, more specifically about whether or not the sustainability
period of such projects should have been longer;

Enquired about the SAQ’s views on the measures announced by the APA for projects
which are still within the sustainability period to face increased controls to see if
services were actually provided on a commercial basis and on statements reporting
that similar calls would not be published again under the current leadership of the
APA;

Enquired about the general limited success of certain infrastructural projects in
Slovakia which have shown little execution progress;

Enquired about the fact that within 51 projects described as within the sustainability
period by the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, and despite the fact that
all will allegedly be checked and that if any fraud is identified, consequences will take
place, there would not still be an issue related to the risk for the sustainability period
to come to an end within a short timeframe, leading to potential fraudulent actions to
be statute barred.

Jaroslav Ivanco, Vice-President of the SAO, supported by his team

Explained that the role of the SAO is to highlight problems in Slovakia’s systems and
sub-systems, to prepare reports and to share recommendations in line with the results
of its scrutiny of the use of public money with the President, the Prime Minister and
the Speaker of the National Council but also to engage with society at large and all its
components, including law enforcement authorities and other public bodies;

Told Members that the APA is amongst the top five public administration entities with
the highest level of risk in terms of non-transparent processes and allocation of
subsidies and represents a priority for monitoring activities of the SAO, which is why
there is a yearly control of anti-corruption measures adopted in the APA;

Explained that each year, the SAO underlines problems related to partial controls and
that, each year, the APA fails to ensure the SAO that the system is changing;
Explained that the conclusion of its latest control in 2025 was that, measures have
been adopted on paper and are formal but that many risks remain in practice;
Regarding the specific call related to the guest houses case, explained that the SAO
did not evaluate whether or not the conditions set out in the call were adequate, as this
is not part of its mandate, but rather evaluated whether or not the conditions specified
were met;

Explained that these tourism-related findings in 2016 were transmitted to the APA and
the Ministry and that measures were adopted as a consequence, notably that the APA
reinforced the scope of its control, changed some indicators and extended the
sustainability period from three to five years;

Explained that similar agriculture-related findings were also transmitted, for example
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with issues such as indicators requiring for jobs to be created but not for these jobs to
be maintained throughout the sustainability period;

Explained that in 2016, in the stage of expert evaluation, the SAO was not assured that
the approach was transparent and in line with EU principles;

As regards the access to information surrounding calls published, explained that it was
one of the findings of the SAO that there was a lack of sufficiently available
information, given that while the indicative timeline of calls was published, it was not
accurately respected, which resulted in calls being published overnight in a sudden
manner and thus in a lack of predictability;

Explained that in the view of the SAO, the APA needs to ensure daily internal control
mechanisms so that final payments be sufficiently controlled;

Explained that as regards the sustainability period of projects, it is set by the
Regulation and can be extended by the Government, subject to the Commission being
notified, but that extending the sustainability period of projects is a complex question
given that the projects financed sometimes not only require an infrastructure but also a
service to be provided;

Underlined that such calls, which only benefit a limited number of beneficiaries, are
not optimal, distort fair competition and should be replaced by calls financing projects
of a more infrastructural nature and with wider benefits to the population;

Explained that the APA should have enacted measures back at the time of the controls
of the SAO in previous programming periods, as the SAO had found out that the
number of on-the-spot controls led by the APA amounted to zero for the sample of
projects under the Rural Development Programme, given that the only element they
had verified were the final monitoring reports, which are published in the end of the
sustainability period;

Emphasised that the normal internal control system of any normal functioning entity
should have certain rules set in stone and should focus on at least a sample and that in
that regard, it was shocking to know that the APA does not have an internal control
system set in a way to be able to capture through samples problematic situations;
Emphasized that in general, the political responsibility of leaders is failing in Slovakia
when it comes to major investments in infrastructure implemented across different
political terms, as the turnover in political leadership negatively impacts the continuity
of projects;

Highlighted that the limitation period for law enforcement authorities and the length of
the sustainability period are two distinct elements not to be mixed up;

Emphasised that while there are signs of progress in the internal control mechanisms
in the APA in theory and in formal procedures, there is still a lack of change within
the corporate culture of the APA.

Conclusions

The Vice-President of the SAO provided alarming information regarding the functioning of
the APA by mentioning that it was among the most problematic agencies in the country in
terms of exposure to risks of corruption and lack of transparency. He underlined the structural
problems of the Agency, explaining that while on paper the APA seems to be functioning
well, in practice there are numerous shortcomings, which put at risk the protection of the EU
Budget.
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ANNEX

Media monitoring 27 May 2025 (am)

e Brussels Visit / Bruselska vizita
DennikN - 27 May 2025 - Printed (p1)

e MEPs Are Dealing with Haciendas / Europoslanci riesia haciendy
DennikN - 27 May 2025 - Printed (p2)

e They Are Pointing out the Misuse of the EU Funds / Upozoriiuji na zneuzivanie
eurofondov
Hospodarske noviny - 27 May 2025 - Printed (p3)

e MEPs Come to Slovakia to Investigate Misuse of Money for Haciendas and Threats to
the Rule of Law / Europoslanci prisli na Slovensko skiimat’ zneuzivanie penazi na
haciendy aj ohrozenie pravneho statu
Dennikn.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e EP Investigates Suspicious Use of EU Funds: Slovakia Faces Serious Allegations /
Eurépsky parlament skiima podozrivé ¢erpanie eurofondov: Slovensko ¢eli vaznym
obvineniam
zoznam.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e Visit from the EP Came to Slovakia: They Will Shed Some Light on Alleged
Haciendas from the EU Funds / Na Slovensko prisla navsteva z Europskeho
parlamentu: Posvietia si na idajné haciendy z eurofondov
TVNoviny.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e The EU Has Doubts about Transparency of Absorbing the EU Funds in Slovakia /

Unia mé pochybnosti o transparentnosti ¢erpania fondov na Slovensku
Trend.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e A Group of MEPs Is Expected in Slovakia — Overview of Expected Events) / Na

Slovensku ¢akaju skupinu europoslancov (prehl'ad ocakavanych udalosti)
Aktuality.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e Millions-Worth Haciendas Instead of Aid to Slovaks Have Been Noticed in Brussels
as Well. MEPs Review the Use of the EU Funds / Miliénove haciendy namiesto
pomoci Slovakom si v§imli uz aj v Bruseli. Europoslanci preveruji vyuZzitie
eurofondov
Startitup.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e He Taught Us a Useful Lesson / Dal nam uzito¢nt lekciu
Sme - 27 May 2025 - Printed (p12)

e He Taught Us a Useful Lesson / Dal nam uzito¢nu lekciu
Korzar - 27 May 2025 - Printed (p20)
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Sutaj Estok Says that Mission of MEPs in Slovakia Is a Criminal Procession, They
Refused to Take Ondrus in the Delegation — VIDEO / Misia europoslancov na
Slovensku je podla Sutaja Estoka trestna vyprava, Ondrusa odmietli vziat’ do
delegécie — VIDEO

24hod.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Sutaj Estok Attacks to Cover Becik’s Businesses, SaS Claims and Prepares a Lawsuit /
Sutaj Estok ttoci, aby prekryl Becikove kiefty, tvdi SaS a pripravuje trestné
oznamenie

24hod.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Sutaj Estok Sharply against the Control from Brussels: Criminal Procession Which
Came to Harm Slovakia. Sa$S Is Preparing a Lawsuit / Sutaj Estok ostro proti kontrole
z Bruselu: Trestné vyprava, ktora prisla skodit’ Slovensku. SaS pripravuje trestné
oznamenie

pravda.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Sutaj Estok Attacks the Opposition and MEPs to Cover up Becik's Business,
According to SaS / Sutaj Estok podl'a SaS ito¢i na opoziciu a europoslancov, aby
prekryl Becikove kSefty

Sme.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Hlas: EP's Committee on Budgetary Control Wants to Deprive Slovakia of

Investments / Hlas: Vybor EP pre kontrolu rozpoctu chce pripravit’ SR o investicie
tasr(teraz.sk) - 26 May 2025 - Web

EP's Committee on Budgetary Control Wants to Deprive Slovakia of Investments,
Says Hlas / Vybor europarlamentu pre kontrolu rozpoctu chce Slovensko pripravit’ o
investicie, tvrdi Hlas

Sme.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Hlas Considers Control of European Authorities in Slovakia an Opposition Attack /

Hlas povaZzuje kontrolu eurdpskych organov na Slovensku za opozi¢ny utok
hnonline.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Criminal Expedition from Brussels. Sutaj Estok Claims That the Control from the EP
Is to Deprive Slovakia of Investments / Trestna vyprava z Bruselu. Sutaj Estok tvrdi,
ze kontrola z europarlamentu ma Slovensko pripravit’ o investicie

hnonline.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Mission from the EP Came to Bratislava. Stuaj Estok Criticizes: The Goal Is to Take
Investments Away from Slovakia / Do Bratislavy prisla misia z europarlamentu. Sutaj
EStok kritizuje: Ciel'om je pripravit’ Slovensko o investicie

TA3.com - 26 May 2025 - Web

Press Conference of the Hlas-SD Party: Opposition Attack on Slovakia / Tlacova
beseda strany Hlas-SD: Opozi¢ny titok na Slovensko
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Noviny.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Simecka: The European Authorities Have Come to Look into the Smer Haciendas. It's
a Shame / Sime¢ka: Europske organy si prisli posvietit’ na smeracke haciendy. Je to
hanba

hnonline.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

PS: EU Suspects Systemic Abuse of EU Funds in Slovakia / PS: EU ma podozrenie zo
systémového zneuzivania eurofondov v SR
tasr(teraz.sk) - 26 May 2025 - Web

Union Suspects Systemic Abuse of EU Funds in Slovakia, According to PS / Unia ma
podl'a PS podozrenie zo systémového zneuzivania eurofondov na Slovensku
Sme.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Stop Corruption Foundation Informed MEPs about Criminal Reports on Suspicious
Pensions / Nadacia Zastavme korupciu informovala europoslancov o trestnych
oznameniach na podozrivé penziony

Sme.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Brussels Already Knows about Suspicious Guesthouses. Zastavme Korupciu
Foundaton Informed MEPs about Lawsuits — VIDEO / Brusel uz vie o podozrivych
penzidnoch. Nadécia Zastavme korupciu informovala europoslancov o trestnych
oznameniach — VIDEO

24hod.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

Morning Briefing: There Is a Large Number of Fake Pensions, It Is a Clear Problem of
Smer / Ranny brifing: FaloSnych penzionov je vel'ké mnozstvo, ide o jasny problém
Smeru

Sme.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

PE774.520v01 26/34 CR\1323291EN.docx



Media monitoring 28 May 2025 (am)

e EP Control Committee Examines the Use of EU Funds / Kontrolna komisia EP skiima

vyuzivanie eurofondov
RTVS.sk - 26 May 2025 - Web

e Update: Million-Euro Haciendas Have Already Been Spotted in Brussels. Delegation
Arrives in Slovakia to Check EU Funds / Aktualne: Milionové haciendy si v§imli uz aj
v Bruseli. Na Slovensko pricestovala delegéacia, ktora preveri eurofondy
Startitup.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

e Instead of Responses, Attacks and Accusations Came! / Namiesto odpovedi prisli
utoky a obvinenial
Pluslden - 28 May 2025 - Printed (p4)

e Strange Hospitability / Zvlastna pohostinnost’
Hospodarske noviny - 28 May 2025 - Printed (p6)

e Beware! Beware! A Criminal Procession Is Going around Slovakia (a Commentary) /
Pozor! Pozor! Po Slovensku sa pohybuje trestna vyprava (komentar)
hnonline.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

e Zdechovsky from the EP Inspection Mission: Instead of Answers to Questions Came
Attacks. Slovakia Must Explain the Use of EU Funds / Zdechovsky z kontrolnej misie
EP: Namiesto odpovedi na otazky prisli utoky. Slovensko musi vysvetlit' vyuzitie
eurofondov
TA3.com - 27 May 2025 - Web

e Instead of Discussion, Attacks and Accusations Came. Leader of the Control Mission
from Brussels Rejected the Criticism of Their Visit / Namiesto diskusie prisli Gitoky a

obvinenia. Séf kontrolnej misie z Bruselu odmietol kritiku k ich navsteve
hnonline.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

e He Leads the EP’s Control: I Have No Reason to Punish Slovakia. Matu$ Sutaj Estok
Can Keep His Conspiration Theories / Vedie kontrolu europarlamentu: Nemam Ziadny

dovod Slovensko trestat’. Matus Sutaj Estok nech si necha konspiraéné tedrie
Aktuality.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

e Takac: Discussion on the Pension Call Was Constructive / Taka¢: Diskusia o
penzidnovej vyzve bola konStruktivna
tasr(teraz.sk) - 27 May 2025 - Web

e MEPs Asked, Taka¢ Explained. It Was a Constructive Discussion, the Minister Said /
Europoslanci sa pytali, Taka¢ vysvetloval. Bola to konstruktivna diskusia, povedal

minister
pravda.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

e Discussion on the PPA Was Constructive, Taka¢ Claims. He Explained the Call on
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Guesthouses to MEPs in Details / Diskusia o PPA bola konS$truktivna, tvrdi Takac.
Vyzvu na penziény europoslancom detailne vysvetlili
TA3.com - 27 May 2025 - Web

Discussion on the Call from PPA Was Constructive, Taka¢ Said after the Meeting /
Diskusia s europoslancami o vyzve z PPA bola konstruktivna, povedal Takac po
stretnuti

hnonline.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

Takac Explained Circumstances around the Guesthouse Call to MEPs / Taka¢
vysvetl'oval europoslancom okolnosti penzionovej vyzve
Sme.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

Forgac Frankly: “This Is Is Not Obedience to One's Own, This Is A Real Cult Or
Sect” / Forgac¢ bez servitky: ,,Toto nie je drukovanie svojim, toto je naozajstny kult ¢i
sekta“

Startitup.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

Press Conference by R. Taka¢ on the Mediatized Calls for Subsidies / TB R. Takaca o
medializovanych vyzvach k dotaciam
TA3.com - 27 May 2025 - Web

Slovakia Receives a Historic Amount of Aid for Roma. Matovic¢’s People Ask Where
They Disappeared to - VIDEO / Slovensko dostalo historick sumu na pomoc
Romom. Matovicovci sa pytaji, kam zmizli — VIDEO

24hod.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

Michal Wiezik: | Hope Slovakia Is Not a Black Hole for EU Funds / Michal Wiezik:
Dufam, ze Slovensko nie je ¢iernou dierou pre eurofondy
Noviny.sk - 27 May 2025 - Web

PE774.520v01 28/34 CR\1323291EN.docx



Media monitoring 29 May 2025 (am)

e Hacienda Cases Are Turning Slovakia into a Banana Republic / Pripady haciend robia
20 SR banéanovu republiku
DennikN - 29 May 2025 - Printed (p4)

e Head of the MEPs Mission Zdechovsky: Hacienda Cases Are Turning Slovakia into a
Banana Republic / Séf misie europoslancov Zdechovsky: Pripady haciend robia zo
Slovenska bananovu republiku
Dennikn.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

o Absorption Will Be Further Investigated MEPs Are Talking about System Failure /
Cerpanie budu d’alej vySetrovat’ Europoslanci hovoria o systémovom zlyhani
Sme - 29 May 2025 - Printed (p1)

e Absorption Will Be Further Investigated MEPs Are Talking about System Failure /
Cerpanie budu d’alej vySetrovat’ Europoslanci hovoria o systémovom zlyhani
Korzar - 29 May 2025 - Printed (p9)

e The EP Is Pointing out the Risk of Misusing the EU Funds in Slovakia /
Europarlament upozoriiuje na riziko zneuzivania eurofondov na Slovensku
Aktuality.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

e MEPs Warn: Reviewing the EU Funds in Slovakia Revealed Serious Doubts and
Risks / Europoslanci varuju: Preverovanie eurofondov na Slovensku odhalilo vaZzne
pochybnosti a rizika
zoznam.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

e Control of Absorbing the EU Funds in Slovakia: Harsh Words from an MEP! Will We
Lose the Money?! / Kontrola ¢erpania eurofondov na Slovensku: Drsné slova
europoslanca! Prideme o peniaze?!
cas.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

e Zdechovsky: Worries over Concerning Reports on the Funds Have Not Vanished after
the Mission / Zdechovsky: Obavy zo znepokojujucich sprav o fondoch po misii
nezmizli
tasr(teraz.sk) - 28 May 2025 - Web

e Head of the EP’s Delegation: Our Worries over Concerning Reports on the Funds
Have Not Vanished / Veduci delegacie EP: Nase obavy zo zneuZivania eurépskych
zdrojov na Slovensku neboli rozptylené
Europskenoviny.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

e Worries over Concerning Reports on the Funds Have Not Vanished, Tomas
Zdechovsky Says / Obavy delegacie po navsteve Slovenska nezmizli, vravi Tomas
Zdechovsky
Aktuality.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web
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Worries over Concerning Reports on the Funds Have Not Vanished, European
Delegation Concluded after Visiting Slovakia / Obavy zo zneuzivania fondov

pretrvavaju, skonstatovala eurdpska delegécia po navsteve SR
Trend.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Our Concerns Have Not Vanished. Situation Is Serious Here, the EP’s Delegation
Claims and Talks about Misusing the EU Funds / Nase obavy nezmizli. Situacia je tu
vazna, tvrdi delegacia europarlamentu a hovori o zneuzivani eurofondov

hnonline.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Message from Head of the Brussels’ Control Zdechovsky to Fico. Last Piece of
Advice, Robert, Wake Up! / Odkaz $éfa kontroly z Bruselu Zdechovského Ficovi:
Posledna dobra rada, Robert, spamataj sa!

cas.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Delegation of MEPs Ended Their Visit of Slovakia. Its Head Is Talking about Failure
of Slovak Politics / Delegacia europoslancov ukoncila navstevu Slovenska. Jej $éf
hovori o zlyhani slovenskej politiky

RTVS.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Our Concerns Have Not Vanished, MEP Zdechovsky Says about the End of the
Mission. Adequate Answers Are Missing / Nase obavy Uplne nezmizli, tvrdi o konci
misie europoslanec Zdechovsky. Chybaju adekvatne odpovede

TA3.com - 28 May 2025 - Web

Our Fears Have Not Completely Disappeared, Says Zdechovsky about the End of the
Mission. He Points to Organized Groups around Nitra / NaSe obavy Uplne nezmizli,
tvrdi o konci misie Zdechovsky. Ukazuje na organizované skupiny okolo Nitry
TA3.com - 28 May 2025 - Web

“The Situation Is Serious”: MEPs Find Suspicious Groups around Nitra Pumping EU
Funds / ,,Situacia je vaZzna*: Europoslanci nasli podozrivé skupiny okolo Nitry
cerpajlce eurofondy

Startitup.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Commission from the EP Sees a Systemic Problem in the Absorption of EU Funds in
Slovakia / Komisia z Europskeho parlamentu vidi systémovy problém v Eerpani
eurofondov na Slovensku

Sme.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

MEPs Publish Audit Findings: Everything Points to an Organised Group from Nitra /
Europoslanci zverejnili zistenia z kontroly: VSetko smeruje k organizovanej skupine z
Nitry

Noviny.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

MEP Zdechovsky: Report from the Mission in Slovakia Will Be Ready in a Month, It
Will also Include Criticism of Former Leadership of the APA / Europoslanec
Zdechovsky: Sprava z misie na Slovensku bude hotova do mesiaca, zaznie v nej aj
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kritika byvalého vedenia PPA
RTVS.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Head of the Mission Zdechovsky: We Want Cases like a La Hacienda Not Happening
Again. Misused Subsidies Will Be Returned / Veduci misie Zdechovsky: Chceme, aby
sa pripady typu a la hacienda uz neopakovali. Zneuzité dotacie sa vratia

TA3.com - 28 May 2025 - Web

Commission from the EP Sees a Systemic Problem in the Use of EU funds in Slovakia
/ Komisia z Eurdpskeho parlamentu vidi systémovy problém v Cerpani eurofondov na
Slovensku

Sme.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Names Have Been Repeated in the PPA Cases since the Murder of Jan Kuciak.
Alarming, Say MEPs / Mena pri kauzach okolo PPA sa opakuju uz od ¢ias vrazdy
Jana Kuciaka. Alarmujlce, hovoria europoslanci

Sme.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

MEPSs' Concerns Have Not Disappeared, Slovakia Did Not Explain the Suspected
Breach of Rules / Obavy europoslancov nezmizli, na Slovensku im podozrenia z

porusenia pravidiel nevysvetlili
Dennikn.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

MEP Zdechovsky: Slovakia Will Not Lose EU Funds, It Is a Pity That Fico Did Not
Find Time for Us / Europoslanec Zdechovsky po kontrole: Slovensko o eurofondy
nepride, je Skoda, Ze si na nas Fico nenasiel Cas

pravda.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Press Conference: EP Delegation on the Use of EU Funds / Tlacova beseda: Delegacia

EP o pouZivani eurofondov
Noviny.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Head of Mission Zdechovsky: | Will Demand Punishment of the Guilty. Will He
Propose That Slovakia Stop Receiving EU Funds? / Séf misie Zdechovsky: Budem
Ziadat’ potrestanie vinnikov. Navrhne, aby Slovensku stopli eurofondy?
hnonline.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

He Is Leading the EP’s Control: I Have No Reason to Punish Slovakia. Matt§ Sutaj
Estok Can Keep His Conspiracy Theories. He Is Leading the EP’s Control / Vedie
kontrolu europarlamentu: Nemam ziadny dévod Slovensko trestat’. Mata§ Sutaj Estok
nech si nechd konspiracné tedrie. Vedie kontrolu europarlamentu

Aktuality.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

What Kind of Idiot Is That? He Has No Business Being Here, Danko Said about the
Head of the MEPs Mission. He Sent Him Back to Brussels / Co je to za viil? Nema sa
tu ¢o rozdrapovat, povedal Danko o $é¢fovi misie europoslancov. Poslal ho spét’ do
Bruselu

TA3.com - 28 May 2025 - Web
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Danko Criticized the Head of the EU’s Delegation: What Kind of Idiot Is That?... He
Has No Business Being Here, Let Him Go Back to Brussels! / Danko si podal $éfa
delegacie z EU: Co je to za vola?... Nema sa tu ¢o rozdrapovat’, nech odide do
Bruselu!

topky.sk-bleskovky - 28 May 2025 - Web

The Head of the Delegation of the EP’s Committee on Budgetary Control, Tomas
Zdechovsky, Responded to Andrej Danko's Criticism / Veduci delegacie VVyboru
Eurépskeho parlamentu (EP) pre kontrolu rozpoétu Tomas Zdechovsky odpovedal na
kritiku Andreja Danka

Aktuality.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Reactions They Say They Have Never Experienced Anywhere in the World.
Suspicions about Private Haciendas from EU Funds Persist / Reakcie, aké vraj nikde
na svete nezazili. Podozrenia 0 sukromnych haciendach z eurofondov trvajd
TVNoviny.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

The Inspection from the EP Irritates Ministers: Taraba Made a Video to Criticise His
Water Amendment / Kontrola z europarlamentu irituje ministrov: Taraba pre kritiku
svojej vodarenskej novely natocil video

euractiv.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

MEP Zdechovsky in the Arena: | Have Never Seen Such Attacks in my Life as during
the Control of Your EU Funds / Europoslanec Zdechovsky v Aréne: Také Utoky, ako
pri kontrole vasich eurofondov, som v zivote nezazil

Sme.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Andrej Danko Sends a Message to a Czech MEP: In Your Country | Would Be
Doused with Beer. Go Back to Brussels / Andrej Danko odkazuje ceskému

europoslancovi: U vas by ma oblievali pivom. Vrat’ sa do Bruselu
pluska.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

Danko Admits Slovakia's Withdrawal from the EU. He Criticized the Mission of the'
Czech MEP, Sent Him Back to Brussels / Danko pripustil vystipenie Slovenska z EU.

Kritizoval misiu ¢eského europoslanca, poslal ho naspat’ do Bruselu
pravda.sk - 28 May 2025 - Web

PE774.520v01 32/34 CR\1323291EN.docx



Media monitoring 30 May 2025 (am)

e The EP Will Discuss Suspicions of Misusing the EU Funds / Podozreniami zo

zneuzivania fondov sa bude zaoberat’ Europsky parlament
euractiv.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e MEPs Leave Slovakia with Fears about the Use of EU Funds / Europoslanci

odchadzajt zo Slovenska s obavami z Cerpania eurofondov
Kosicednes.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e European Auditors Warned of Inactive Guest Houses in Slovakia Three Years Ago /
Na neaktivne penziony na Slovensku upozornovali eurdpski auditori uz pred troma
rokmi
Sme.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e Zdechovsky on the MEPs' Mission to Slovakia / Zdechovsky o misii europoslancov na
Slovensku
pravda.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e TERAZ TAKTO: “ Zdechovsky's Mission Is Just a Hidden Message to Fico and the
Government,” Comments Tibor Gaspar / TERAZ TAKTO: “ Zdechovského misia je

len skryty odkaz Ficovi a vlade,” komentuje Tibor Gaspar
pluska.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e One Thursday in May in a Banana Republic / Jeden majovy $tvrtok v bananovej
republike
DennikN - 30 May 2025 - Printed (p24)

o Newsfilter: One Thursday in May in the Banana Republic / Newsfilter: Jeden majovy

Stvrtok v bananovej republike
Dennikn.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e Unusually Harsh Criticism of Experts: Slovakia is Financially Screwed, It Is the EU
That Keeps Us Afloat / Nezvycajne drsna kritika odbornikov: Slovensko je finan¢ne v

pr¥eli, prave EU nas drzi nad vodou
Peniaze.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e Marcel Forgac¢ Reacts to the Political Situation: He Called the Government a Cult! /

Marcel Forga¢ reaguje na politickl situdciu: V1adu nazval kultom!
topky.sk-bleskovky - 30 May 2025 - Web

e Opposition: Government's Response to the Euro Funds Investigation
Disproportionate / Opozicia: Vlada reagovala na presetrenie eurofondov neprimerane
tasr(teraz.sk) - 29 May 2025 - Web

e Opposition Accuses the Government of Failure in the Case of Misusing the EU
Funds / Opozicia obvinuje vladu zo zlyhania v kauze zneuzivania eurofondov

Aktuality.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web
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e The SNS Chief Erupted Like a VVolcano! Zdechovsky Cooled down DANKO: He Sent
Him a MESSAGE That He Has to Deal with! / Séf SNS vybuchol ako sopka!
Zdechovsky schladil DANKA: Poslal mu ODKAZ, ktory musi rozdychat’!
pluska.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e Week of Marian Jaslovsky / Tyzden Mariana jaslovského
Tyzden - 30 May 2025 - Printed (p14)

e Raiders, Jailers, Imperialists / Najazdnici, zalarnici, imperialisti
Dennikn.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web

e Economic Newsfilter: Patience of Employers Has Run Out, They Are Starting to
Speak up against Exploiting Companies / Ekonomicky newsfilter: Trpezlivost’

zamestnavatel'ov prekypela, zacinaju sa ozyvat proti zmykaniu firiem
Dennikn.sk - 29 May 2025 - Web
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